[Assessment of the loss of thyroid hormone during hemodialysis by administration of a hormone tracer in an in vitro experiment (author's transl)].
Several investigators have examined thyroid function in hemodialysis patients. Similar results were obtained: reduced total triiodothyronine and subnormal thyroxine values in serum. This raised the question whether a deficiency in hormones during hemodialysis could be responsible for these findings. The present studies were ade in an attempt to prove or disprove this assumption by determining hormone loss. The loss of thyroxine during hemodialysis was 1.1 microgram. This order of magnitude excludes a hormone deficit caused by dialysis. The assumption that an increased loss of hormone during hemodialysis is the cause of pathologic changes in the serum as compared with the period before dialysis can be considered as disproved.